Gateshead MFL Network Meeting                     November 5th  2009            1.30. p.m.

Minutes

Apologies: Alan Sergison, Sandra Underwood, Claire Limmer, Peter Bolger

1. Minutes of the last meeting (20.5.09) – matters arising

· Catherine signed up for the two Special interest groups – and attended the conference in Solihull in September where the SIGs were launched.

Further discussion at National meeting in March in Liverpool.

· It was agreed that schools should be encouraged to think about assessment but that no formal steer should be given from the LA. Schools need to embed current work while we continue to develop teaching skills and teacher confidence. 

Sue Wilcox from Winlaton West Lane had attended the assessment training delivered by Catherine and had found it very useful and informative. – she said this at the Ryton network meeting.

We will look at different methods this year as some schools may be ready to develop cross-phase assessment.

· Peter Bolger has been ill and therefore we have been unable to visit CLC – we will fix a date at our next meeting.

· Summer Event was a resounding success – thanks to the hard work that everyone put in. Catherine was very grateful for all the support she received from the Team.

All participants had great fun – the whole age range were in attendance and Ian said that it was a great experience to share with the special schools too.

                   Catherine updated The Team on the Linked up Award Scheme and gave out    handouts for team to look at.

2. Team news

· Julia Bovill informed the Team that she will be retiring from 31st December so this will be her last meeting. She has been a great support to us all and the success of the Newsletter is mainly down to her. She thanked everyone for their kind wishes , the beautiful flowers and the card.

· Claire Limmer has resigned from her teaching post as from 31st December so will be leaving the Team. She is going travelling for a time. We passed a card to Stephen to pass on to her along with our best wishes.

· Claire Giblin informed the Team that she was going to have a baby (due in May) She will be leaving the Team temporarily but will return after her maternity leave. We all wish her and her husband well.

The last of the ‘Training the Trainers’ Days will take place at the Marriott, Gateshead on January 13th 2010. Module 11 – Transition. All Team members are invited to attend.

The training schedule for this year was discussed and the Team are asked to let CB know if they wish to attend any CPD or are available to help with CPD in schools or at Dryden.

3.The Newsletter

· As Julia will not be here to plan and edit our next Newsletter Catherine will become the main point of contact. The next newsletter will be due out by Easter 2010 so articles and reports will need to be in asap after Christmas. Catherine would welcome help with this task as it is very time consuming.

· Schools’ focus could be – Fell dyke report of visit to France

· Entitlement – a case study

· African Week at Cardinal Hume

· International Award Information

· Avignon Trip by Teacher from Lobley Hill

· La Chanson du Retour

· A TA’s perspective of Primary Languages

· Transition

4.Networks

   Still patchy attendance in some cases though closeness to the Entitlement has led to very good attendance at some.

Some Networks still to have their first meeting of the term so will update data after those.

Main concern so far seems to be lack of consistency in funding to primaries from the secondary School improvement Partnerships – Catherine will talk to AS  about this.

5. New KS3 Curriculum

CB to order a copy of the document.

Secondary Schools Meeting  (SLN) on 12th November – funded by CILT.

CB to attend

  6. Events Update  

   La Chanson du Retour – Lingey House have had the show and the CPD session – very well received and worthwhile.

Emmaville have the show on this month.

Six schools are visiting Joseph Swan on November 27th to have the performance and the workshop. Staff from the schools will attend a CPD session at Dryden on 26th 4-5pm.

Summer Event – (perhaps Linked Up scheme can be accessed for this) proposed date 25/6/10 at Saltwell Park – A grand Storytelling based on Intercultural stories – linking Literacy Consultants and Language Consultants from the region.

Stories from other cultures and in other languages.

CB to liaise with Literacy colleagues, other authorities, Youth Services and admin at Dryden.

      7. Time and date of the next meeting – 28/1/10 – lunch 1pm, meeting 1.30pm






        Catherine Barrett

